
Calling On His Name
Matthew 7:21-23

Objective:  Help @ understand what is involved in actually being right with God.
Reading:  Matthew 7:21-23.
Memory:  Matthew 7:21;  
Introduction:
1. How can Scripture teach in places such as Acts 2:21 that “…everyone who calls on the name of  

the Lord will be saved” , and then teach in Matthew 7:21 that “Not everyone who says to me,  
‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven”  , – isn’t this contradiction?

2. Both are true.  Key is in understanding what it means to call on His name.

We need to understand what it takes to “call on His Name”. (What?)
Righteousness involves “calling on the name of the Lord”  but we need to understand what 

this “calling” involves.  Listen while I read Matthew 7:21-23, and let’s see what is involved in 
“calling on the name of the Lord”.   READ.
Not some magical incantation.  Though words are important, Calling on His Name 
I.       Requires More Than Words.  
A. Talk can be empty.

1. Talk is cheap.  Not always, but it can be.
2. Like man saying “I love you”   to a lady because he expects to get something.
3. Like kid saying he’ll clean his room tomorrow so he can stay out late tonight-  Easy to say, hard to 

do when it comes time to do it.
4. Words can be a mask; I can call Him Lord and still serve myself or my bad habits in reality. 

Sometimes just because I haven’t taken the time to think about it;
a. Can I call Him “Lord” and smoke pot?   and lust after girls (or boys)?
b. Can I call Him “Lord” and still watch this particular TV show, go with the guys to this event?

5. Saying it doesn’t make it so.  Words alone do not constitute “calling on His name”.

B. God wants men’s hearts, not their lips.
1. Matthew 15:7-9  ,  “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: ‘These  

people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  They worship me in vain;  
their teachings are but rules taught by men.’”

2. He wants the life and loyalty, not the words.  “Mediocre or halfhearted Christianity was never  
intended to work.”  Needs to be real and demonstrated by your life.

3. Like John said to Pharisees;  Matthew 3:7b-8,  “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee  
from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.”

4. Like Paul said in Acts 26:20,  “I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove 
their repentance by their deeds.”

5. Your heart must really be making Him “Lord” in order for the right deeds to follow.  Those deeds 
must flow from a genuinely devoted heart for the deeds to be right.

Though religious deeds are important, :calling Him Lord 
II.      Requires More Than Being Religious.  
A. Jesus is here talking to very religious people.

1. Not those who slept in, went fishing, not to those who don’t care,  got a hangover…
2. He is talking to folks who really think they are religious.  They think they are a good example!
3. They are in church regularly.  Actively participating in church activities.  Put money in the collection 

plate.  Come to extra events.  Work at VBS and outreach.

B. Even religious deeds are not sufficient.
1. Consider extent of their deeds.  Prophesying.  Casting out demons?
2. Do you do such deeds?  Do you feel “saved” because of your deeds/
3. Deeds themselves do not save.  Part of question is what prompts those religious deeds?

C. Religious people can still sidestep what God is really looking for.



1. Are you religious because it is expected?  Makes you feel good?  Makes people admire you? 
Because you always have been?  Force of habit?  Family tradition?

2. Are you genuinely seeking what God is seeking?
3. Are you striving to react as God would react?

We need to understand that calling Jesus “lord” …
III.     Requires Actual Lordship.  
A. Lordship means obedience.

1. Lordship means you live for Him.   It means His desires govern your actions.
2. Lordship means complete effort at obedience.
3. Not just in spectacular deeds.  Not just in the deeds you enjoy or prefer.

No matter how religious you are,
B. He is not really Lord if you are still doing what you want.

1. 1 Corinthians 13:2-3  ,  “If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all  
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  
If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I  
gain nothing.”

2. If you are not operating out of love,  He is not Lord.  If you are still holding grudges against people, 
doing unloving things, – He is not “Lord”, no matter what words you say!

3. If you are still having sexual relations outside of marriage –  …
4. If you are somehow choosing which doctrines you will obey and which to not obey…
5. If doing 90% what he says and 10% what you want and you choose which 10% you get to do that 

you want, then  “Lord” no matter what your words say!  One who chooses is Lord.

C. Lordship means wholeheartedly BELONGING to God.
1. Whatever is YOUR desire, that I will do.
2. My will belongs to YOU.  My thoughts….  My body…  My very life…  Everything I have…
3. Not just occasionally, but always, in every circumstance of life; at work or play.

Calling Him “Lord” involves more than just cooperating with God.  It involves actually knowing God and  
being known by God.  Calling Him “Lord”,

IV.     Requires Seeking A Genuine Relationship.  
A. “I never knew you”, means there is no real relationship.

1. To “know” is used for intimate relations between a husband and wife, where the two become one.
2. Have your really become “one” with Christ?  Are you seriously seeking the very nature of God.
3. John 17:20-23  ,  “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me  

through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am  
in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have  
given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and  
you in me.”

4. To know = know what each other will do!  And why!  Do you know what Christ would do – do you 
do what Christ would do.  Can God know you will do what Christ would do or is that uncertain?

B. Such relationship involves genuinely SEEKING the nature and will of God.
1. These have not been walking fully in the light.  They keep one foot in darkness.
2. They have not been walking with integrity.  They try to maintain some secrets from God.
3. They have not been striving for holiness as God is Holy.  “Somewhat” holy has been good enough 

for them.  “Holier than I was” has been good enough for them.
4. 1 John 4:8  ,  “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”  They have 

some impressive deeds and correct doctrines, but are not really operating out of love.

C. Such relationship with God is not real if folks are still being “evildoers”.
1. These “Christians” are not being governed by godly principles.  Law is not on their heart!
2. Romans 6:11  ,  “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”
3. Like 50 year old man who teaches Bible class, does many sacrificial things in Name of God, yet 

occasionally sleeps with his girlfriend – here is a man who does not know God!



4. If you entice your girlfriend / boyfriend to sexual relations of any kind before marriage, you are in 
truth dragging them into hell;  This is not like Christ at all!  No wonder he tells such; “I never 
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’  If you lead folks to hell = no friend of God!

5. Sometimes Christ is sort of Lord, and sometimes He is really not lord at all.

So What?
Where are you?  Is Christ really “lord’ of your life?  Are you one of these “Christians” with an 

appearance of being devout but to whom He will say, “I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’

Folks, we need to make sure that our deeds follow our words, and from a right motive.  We 
need to make sure He is really Lord.  We need to make sure we are not just putting on a good 
show.  Make sure you are really doing God’s will in spirit and in truth.

Closing Prayer:



Calling On His Name
Matthew 7:21-23

Reading:  Matthew 7:21-23. Memory:  Matthew 7:21
“N_ e_ w_ s_ t_ m_, ‘L_, L_,’ w_ e_ t_ k_ o_ h_, b_ o_ h_ w_ d_ t_ w_ o_ m_ F_ w_ i_ i_ h_.”

We need to understand what it takes to “call on His Name”.
What this calling Jesus “Lord” involves.

I.       Requires More Than Words.  
A. Talk can be empty.

B. God wants the heart, not the lips. Matthew 15:7-9      Matthew 3:7b-8      Acts 26:20

II.      Requires More Than Being Religious.  
A. Jesus is here talking to very religious people.

B. Even religious deeds are not sufficient.

C. Religious people can still sidestep what God is really looking for.

III.     Actual Lordship Is Essential.  
A. Lordship means obedience.

B. He is not really Lord if you are still doing what you want. 1 Corinthians 13:2-3

C. Lordship means wholeheartedly BELONGING to God.

IV.     A Genuine Relationship is Essential.  
A. “I never knew you”, means there is no real relationship. John 17:20-23

B. Involves genuinely SEEKING the nature and will of God. 1 John 4:8

C. Such relationship with God is not real if folks are still being “evildoers”. Romans 6:11

So What?
Make sure YOU are really doing God’s will in spirit and in truth.

Action:  (Specify an action or change you will make in your life as a result of this message.)

Date:  (When you will check to verify that you have done it.)
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