
Making Proper Judgments
Matthew 7:1-5

Objective:  Help people make legitimate and spiritual judgments.
Reading:  Matthew 7:1-5.
Memory:  Matthew 7:2,  “F_ i_ t_ s_ w_ y_ j_ o_, y_ w_ b_ j_, a_ w_ t_ m_ y_ u_, i_ w_ b_ m_ t_ y_.”
Introduction:
1. It has always been difficult to take a stand on Right and Wrong.  In our time, when the world strongly 

advocates that no one has the right to say if someone is doing right or wrong, it may be increasingly 
difficult.

2. But, it is important for Christians to be able to identify what is sin and to take a stand against sin.  We 
need to be able to make such judgments.

Christians Need To Make Right and Fair Judgments. (HOW?)
Matthew 7 has always been a difficult passage for people because it says bluntly, to not 

judge, and yet, the Lord’s intent in the passage is actually to teach the disciples how to make 
careful and righteous judgments.
Even Jesus here is teaching HOW to make right judgments.  We need to understand that…Verse 1 is not  
to be taken as a total prohibition against making any sort of judgments at all.  Understand that…
I.       Certain Judgments Need To Be Made;  
A. The problem is more the attitude than the making of judgments.

1. Do not discard anyone as worthless.  All have a value. Not to “condemn” or disparage others.
2. In verse 6, determining what is “sacred” and to whom to not give the sacred to = judgments.
3. One translator;  “Do not judge unfairly…”
4. To not be overly harsh or critical.
5. Verse 2   assumes judgments will be made.  Cannot avoid Judgment Day by not making judgments. 

The manner in which we make judgments is the issue.

B. We need to distinguish between good and evil.
1. Constant Biblical mandates to avoid every form of evil; how can you do this if you refuse to judge 

what is good and what is evil?
2. You must make good judgments as to who to use for a babysitter – it would be irresponsible and 

evil to set up a pedophile as your babysitter.
3. You can forgive them, help them, but do not endanger your children and do not place such an 

individual in what for them may be a temptation.
4. One cannot avoid the Judgment of God by refusing to make judgments.

C. We need to decide who to follow, spiritually.
1. Who will you set up as a spiritual leader?  Who will you follow?
2. You don’t want you or loved ones to follow someone who will lead them to hell!
3. In the same chapter; Matthew 7:15-16,  Our Lord tells us;  “15 Watch out for false prophets.  

They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their  
fruit you will recognize them.”

a. To perceive false prophets requires a judgment.
b. How will you make such judgment – on basis of the fruit of their lives!  Deeds and actions.

4. 1 Corinthians 15:33  ,  “Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.”  Requires 
that judgment calls be made. As to who one should hang out with or avoid.

There are judgments that need to be made and Jesus is actually here teaching HOW to make necessary  
judgments rightly.  Part of the issue is in learning to…
II.      Make Judgments Without Being “Judgmental”.  
A. In order to help others.

1. What will you do if your see their life endangered?  What would you do it you saw them about to 
drink poison by accident?  Would you tell them?  Shouldn’t you tell them when their soul is in 
danger?

2. Sometimes we don’t really know what a situation is.  We should not assume and jump to 



conclusions.
3. Sometimes we do know, and it is a lie to say we don’t know.  1 Corinthians 6:9-10,  “9 Do you not 

know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the  
sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual  
offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will  
inherit the kingdom of God.”

a. What do you do when Scripture says you KNOW!  Can you pretend you don’t?
b. Can you close your eyes and refuse to judge that people are in trouble?  Pretend that this is 

acceptable and good?
c. Will you speak truth?  Share salvation out of love?  Try to rescue them?

4. Romans 1:18  , says that,  “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the  
godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness,…”

a. We must not be guilty also of suppressing the truth.
b. If we know souls are in trouble and fail to tell them, we stand guilty.

B. The “spirit” with which we approach people is vital.
1. Galatians 6:1  ,  “Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore  

him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.”
2. A person living in sin, has their soul in jeopardy and should somehow be made aware of their 

danger.  Especially if you have any love for them at all.
3. Extend the same love and concern for spiritual well-being as you would for physical well-being.
4. Speak the Truth – but do it in love;  The Apostle tells them in Ephesians 4 that in order that they no 

longer be taken in by cunning an craftiness and deceitful scheming  …we are to speak the truth in 
love.  (Ephesians 4:15)

a. Wrong and evil to slander a homosexual.  To belittle or scorn them.
b. But, they are not headed for heaven, and they should be informed of this out of love.
c. Others should be warned of the destructive lifestyle as well.
d. Love them as persons, value their soul, cry over their confusion and error.
e. The love of Christ would warn them of their danger.

The point of Christ’s teaching here is that we need to make certain that we…
III.     Make Judgments Very Carefully and Charitably.  
A. Make sure your judgments are well informed.

1. Know the facts of the situation.  Don’t jump to wrong conclusions.  Because the guy’s truck is 
parked outside doesn’t mean he is spending the night. 

a. Are they teaching falsehood from an evil heart, or just misinformed?
b. Are they sinning out of a rebellious heart or out of weakness?
c. Is there actually some sin going on or are you jumping to conclusions?

2. Know the truth of God’s Will in the matter.  Know what is right and what is wrong.

B. The measure you use will be the measure used on you.
1. Matthew 7:2  ,  “For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the  

measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
2. If you want the Lord to be charitable with you, you must be charitable with others.  If you are strict 

and harsh with others, you can expect the same treatment since that is the standard you use.
3. Their life circumstance may be radically different than yours.  Maybe you would struggle like they 

do if you were as lonely as they are.  Maybe your body is not subject to the same chemical mood 
swings?  Maybe they don’t have an encouraging spouse like you do.  Maybe they receive a lot 
more opposition from family and “friends” than you do?  A lady being raised in a good Christian 
environment may not have the same struggles as one raised in a totally amoral home.  Give the 
benefit of the doubt.

4. We easily see the faults of others and use them as excuses;  So and so didn’t visit my Dad (even 
though I haven’t talked to him in months.)  I help everybody, but no one helps me.  I haven’t been 
to church in 6 months and nobody called on me …

5. Height of poor judgment is to overlook what is drastically , seriously wrong in self but censor minor 
flaws in others – hence get the log out of your own eye.



C. Don’t get caught up in hypocrisy.
1. When verse 5 uses the word ”hypocrite”, it is evident that some deception is involved.  Either 

fooling self or trying to fool others or both!
2. How can you see to help someone get a speck of sawdust out of their eye when you have a huge 

woodchip in your own!!??
3. How can you expect to help someone straighten out their life when your own is a mess?
4. How will anyone listen to you if they see your blatant sin?
5. How will you lead the way if your life is caught up in sin?
6. If you are doing the same things they are, you are actually condemning yourself!
7. Don’t deceive yourself into thinking you are spiritually better off than you are.
8. What is your real heart motive in the judgments you make?

a. Is it to take attention off of self and cast blame on others?
b. Is it to lift self up?  
c. Is it to avoid personal repentance?

9. You cannot help others along the Way until you first have demonstrated that you know the Way.

So What?
Christians, are the light of the world.  We are the body of Christ.  We have been 

given the Word of God and His spirit with which to lead people and help people.  These 
things all require that we make good decisions, choices, and proper judgments.  We 
need to make judgments carefully, charitably  with truth, justice and love in our hearts.

Closing Prayer:



Making Proper Judgments
Matthew 7:1-5

Reading:  Matthew 7:1-5. Memory:  Matthew 7:2
“F_ i_ t_ s_ w_ y_ j_ o_, y_ w_ b_ j_, a_ w_ t_ m_ y_ u_, i_ w_ b_ m_ t_ y_.”

Christians Need To Make Right and Fair Judgments.
How to go about making careful and right judgments.

I.       Certain Judgments Need To Be Made;  
A. The problem is more the attitude than the making of judgments.

B. We need to distinguish between good and evil.

C. We need to decide who to follow, spiritually.
Matthew 7:15-16      1 Corinthians 15:33

II.      Make Judgments Without Being “Judgmental”.  
A. In order to help others.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10      Romans 1:18

B. The “spirit” with which we approach people is vital.
Galatians 6:1

III.     Make Judgments Very Carefully and Charitably.  
A. Make sure your judgments are well informed.

B. The measure you use will be the measure used on you.
Matthew 7:2

C. Don’t get caught up in hypocrisy.

So What?
We need to make judgments carefully and charitably,  with truth, justice and love in 

our hearts.


