
Nature of God’s Servant
Isaiah 42:1-7

Objective:  Each to realize some important character qualities they ought to manifest.
Reading:   Isaiah 42:1-7.
Memory:   Isaiah 42:3,  
Introduction:
1. Our first and foremost role in life ought to be the same for each of us;  to be Christian.  To be 

Christian means that we are in the image of Christ, the true Servant of God.

We ought to each bear the nature of a true servant of God. (HOW?)
Isaiah 42 is one of the passages known as “Suffering Servant” passages.  These passages 

have immediate historical applications, but are really fulfilled in Christ.  
In Isaiah 41-42, the people are being led by false ideas and notions.  God identifies this as 

idolatry, and makes it plain that the people need a Counselor, a leader, a rescuer to stand up 
and lead them.  He will send one.  The immediate, historical fulfillment comes in Cyrus the 
Great, who arranges for Ezra and Nehemiah to lead folks back and begin rebuilding Jerusalem. 
This is an imperfect fulfillment.  The ultimate and spiritual fulfillment is clearly identified in NT 
and Jesus, the Servant of God..  

God presents His Servant as one whom He will uphold, as one whom He has chosen and in 
whom He delights, and upon Whom God has placed His Spirit.  This is Christ.  Shouldn’t that 
be a description of us, as Christians, as well?  I want to be one whom God chooses, in whom 
God delights, and upon whom God has place His spirit.  I want to be God’s servant.

As Christians, we are the body of Christ, the fullness of Him who fills all in all, so in a 
sense, these “Servant” passages have something to say about us as well.

Let’s consider how the description of the God’s Servant should apply to us.

God is concerned about “justice”.  It is not being rendered, but His servant will bring it to the people.
God’s Spirit is upon His Servant, so that His Servant works to accomplish what God wants.  
I.       God’s Servant Is About God’s Business.  
A. “Justice” is setting things as they should be.

1. Justice sets things right.  Corrects errors.
2. Identifies what is right and what is wrong.  Doctrinally and attitudinally or spiritually. Not just what 

is legal and technically correct, but from a heart motivation of love as well.
3. Makes proper judgments.  Cares for the needy, defends the helpless, identifies truth and right.

B. God’s Servant reveals Right and Wrong.
1. Must know and teach the difference between Right and Wrong.  It is not politically correct in our 

day and time to take such a stand.  But God’s Servant will.  He will call sin, sin.  Put 
homosexuality in its proper category.  Along with lying and deceit.  Will identify a marriage as what 
it is supposed to be.

2. It’s tempting to slide by without being noticed, not get involved. But, a Servant of God will teach 
truth and right with their speech and actions.

3. Regardless of what friends say or do or expect, a Servant of God will live out “justice.  He/she 
won’t get swayed by the opinions of men, but will follow the spirit of God.

C. God’s Servant takes an active stand for “Justice”.
1. Jesus illustrates this in Matthew 12;10-21.  Read.
2. Justice involves turning folks from wicked ways:  Acts 3:26  "When God raised up his servant,  

he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.”
a. As Servants, shouldn’t we be concerned with cautioning folks about the consequences of sin? 

3. Standing for “justice involves being a :light”:  Isaiah 42:6-7  "I, the LORD, have called you in 
righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a  
covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free  
captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.”



a. Shouldn’t we be lights? Matthew 5:14-16,  “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill  
cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead  
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, 
let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your  
Father in heaven.

b. A Servant should reveal who God is , who Jesus is!  Should demonstrate that God is worthy 
of our praise by the way we sing and participate in worship to Him and live our lives!

4. Standing for “justice involves correcting social injustices:
a. James 1:26-27    “If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight  

rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 27 Religion that  
God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows 
in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”

b. Micah 6:8    “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require  
of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”

c. A Servant should take time to nurture the lonely, show mercy, defend the weak and helpless.

D. The ultimate “justice” is to glorify God who is most worthy of glory.
1. He is Creator.  It is His Creation.  We are His;  fearfully and wonderfully made in His likeness.
2. Romans 1:18-21   points out that this is man’s general failure.  Man has forgotten God.
3. “Justice”, Truth, Rightness is that we exist: “to the praise of His glory”  (Ephesians 1:6, 12, 14).

So often folks have great intentions, but go about it wrong;  people bombing abortion clinics in the  
name of religion,  Some war and fight and scorn and abuse people in the name of religion;  If we would be  
Christian, if we would be True Servants of God, we must also go about our cause in a right manner.
II.      God’s Servant Is Pure And Gentle In Manner.  
A. The servant is not personally forceful.

1. Isaiah 42:2  ,  “He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets.”
2. His manner is not loud.  It is not a matter of personal force: the Truth supports itself.
3. Fits Jesus;  Matthew 11:29,  “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”
4. It is tempting to try to force a better external behavior before people are internally motivated by 

faith.  This is artificial and fails, and results in disappointment, aggravation, and anger.
5. It’s easy to lose patience with certain people for lack of attendance, apparent disinterest,  behavior 

that “I” may think is spiritually immature.
a. Christ doesn’t loose patience if people are weak.  He only becomes severe with those who 

are Spiritually rebellious or arrogant.
6. Sometimes we feel the need to force a decision of behavior rather than nurture it.  “Don’t straddle 

the fence”  make a decision now!”  The idea that we need to force people to a quick decision is 
human, fleshly,  not of God, and not of love.

7. The model our Lord presents is more of a calm, quiet, reasoning and influence.

B. Servants should never be responsible for killing someone’s faith.
1. Isaiah 42:3  .  “A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.  

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice…”
2. The Servant was so gentle He would not break off bruised reed.  (flower with a broken stem)

a. Who are bruised reeds? Those with fragile faith?  new faith? Spiritually exhausted? Hurt?
b. Try walking through a ripe wheat field sometime without breaking one stem.  That is the 

gentle concern we are to have for people.
3. The Servant is so gentle and patient that he will not extinguish a dimly burning wick.

a. Too much blowing or too much fuel will kill it.
b. Who are “dimly burning wicks” today?  Faltering faith?  Backsliding?  Confused?  Actions 

don’t measure up to professed belief?
4. Such “gentleness” does not mean “wishy-washy”, …

C. “Gentle” does not mean low standards or no expectations.
1. A servant is still firm and effective!  Remember, he takes a stand for  “Justice”!  How does he do 

this with such gentleness and patience? It involves a great perseverance and a great trust in God.



2. Isaiah 42:3-  4,  “In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 4 he will not falter or be 
discouraged…”

3. My understanding is to never bring personal pressure to bear on anyone.  But I make no apology 
when the Word brings pressure on them.  I don’t want anyone to change because I twist their arm 
or manipulate them somehow with our friendship.  But when they change because God’s Word 
and God’s Spirit convict them, that is how God’s servant achieves real “justice”.

4. Christ the ultimate, ideal Servant, was sometimes severe.
a. With arrogant as the Rich Young Ruler in Luke 18:18.  He laid the truth out on the line.
b. He was more demanding of those who were stronger in the faith. (Mark 9:14-19) Made it clear 

what was expected of them.
c. He was gently encouraging with those whose faith was weak.  (Mark 9:20-24)

D. We are to be gentle and patient with people.
1. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7   can help us have right attitude toward those who do not measure up to our 

expectations.  “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not  
proud.  5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of  
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  7 It always protects,  
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”

2. The Apostle Paul states the same truth in this way;  Colossians 3:12-13.  “Therefore, as God’s 
chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,  
humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances 
you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

So What?
In Isaiah 42:1, God praises His Servant.  I pray that each of us, as Christians, can be 

conformed to the image of that Servant whom God praises.  I pray that each of us will strive to 
manifest the same nature as that servant of God;  to hold the same zeal for bringing about 
justice and for gently nurturing faith no matter how weak or insufficient it may seem.  I pray that 
each of us will determine in our heart to never do anything that will hinder or squelch another 
person’s faith, no matter how weak it might be at the moment.  May each of us fit the image of  
the Servant of God.

Closing Prayer:
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We ought to bear the nature of a true servant of God.
How the description of the God’s Servant should apply to us.

I.       God’s Servant Is About God’s Business.  
A. “Justice” is setting things as they should be.

B. God’s Servant reveals Right and Wrong.

C. God’s Servant takes an active stand for “Justice”.
(Matthew 12;10-21)      Acts 3:26      Isaiah 42:6-7      Matthew 5:14-16      James 1:26-27     Micah 6:8

D. The ultimate “justice” is to glorify God who is most worthy of glory.

II.      God’s Servant Is Pure And Gentle In Manner.  
A. The servant is not personally forceful. Isaiah 42:2      Matthew 11:29

B. Servants should never be responsible for killing someone’s faith. Isaiah 42:3

C. “Gentle” does not mean low standards or no expectations. Isaiah 42:3-4

D. We are to be gentle and patient with people. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7      Colossians 3:12-13

So What?
May each of us fit the image of the Servant of God.


