
Acknowledging God
Deuteronomy 4:1-40

Objective:  Teach people to respect the very nature of God.
Reading:  Deuteronomy 4:1-8.
Memory:  Deuteronomy 4:39,  “A_ a_ t_ t_ h_ t_ d_ t_t_  L_ i_ G_ i_ h_ a_ a_ o_ t_ e_ b_. T_ i_ n_ o_.”
Introduction:
1. In the Gospel of Matthew, Some of the leading Jews (Pharisees) are at odds with Jesus.  They think 

they are devout and righteous, but they are missing some vitally important spiritual concepts.  Jesus 
tells them in Matthew 9:13,  “But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’

2. This is a quote from Hosea 6:6, where God speaks to the nation and actually elaborates a bit in the 
second stanza; “For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than 
burnt offerings.”  My point is that though they were living deeply religious lives, these people were 
failing to really acknowledge God with their lives.  Same point is being made in Deut. 4:39.

3. If we hope to live in God’s presence and receive His blessing and care, we need to acknowledge God 
in our lives.  To acknowledge God appropriately,  

We need to understand some vital things about the nature of God. (WHAT?)
In Deuteronomy, Moses teaches a new generation how to respect (acknowledge) the nature 

of God as they enter the land God has promised them.  God does not change. 
Like those about to enter the Promised Land, there are some vital things we need to know 

and understand.  Here are some things we should know and understand about God.
One major concept that Moses is trying to get across to the people is that - 
I.       God Will Be Honored.    (To acknowledge God, we must understand this)
A. God is absolutely powerful and unique.

1. He fights for His people.  Provides for them, guides and leads them.  
2. He is the source of wisdom and blessing.

a. Deuteronomy 4:5-8  ,  “5 See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the LORD my God 
commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take  
possession of it. 6 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and  
understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely  
this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 7 What other nation is so great as 
to have their gods near them the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to  
him? 8 And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as  
this body of laws I am setting before you today?”

b. The commands and decrees of God are NOT oppressive.  They are a tremendous blessing!
3. As our very Creator, Guide, Provider, etc. …

B. God deserves to be honored.
1. Vividly illustrated by incident at Baal Peor.  

a. Deuteronomy 4:3  ,  “You saw with your own eyes what the LORD did at Baal Peor. The  
LORD your God destroyed from among you everyone who followed the Baal of Peor,”

b. Numbers 25:11  ,  “Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, has turned my  
anger away from the Israelites; for he was as zealous as I am for my honor among 
them, so that in my zeal I did not put an end to them.”

2. Revelation 4:11  ,  relates the concept quite candidly and precisely when the 24 elders in heaven 
lay their crowns before God and worship Him and say,  “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to  
receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things,  and by your will they were  
created and have their being.”  AMEN!

3. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20  ,  “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is  
in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a 
price. Therefore honor God with your body.”  Personal conduct is to be a show of honor to 
God.  Every minute of every day.  This is acknowledgement of God.        Out of such honor, 

C. God will be obeyed.
1. Obedience is essentially a show of honor.  Disobedience at the very least, is neglect.  At the worst 



is rebellion.  In either case it is the opposite of honor.
2. He has given us instructions so we will behave properly,  so we can be LIKE HIM and abide in His 

Presence.  Imitating Him is a show of our esteem.
3. God wants us to acknowledge Him in such a way that He can stay with us and bless us. 

Deuteronomy 5:29,  “Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my  
commands always, so that it might go well with them and their children forever!”

Even today, God WILL be honored, or else you can expect to be cut off from His Presence and cast out,  
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, because of a second concept presented here;  
II.      God Is Jealous and Demanding.    (This in a very righteous and deserving way)
A. God deserves, expects and requires sole allegiance.

1. Deuteronomy 4:23-24  ,  “23 Be careful not to forget the covenant of the LORD your God that  
he made with you; do not make for yourselves an idol in the form of anything the LORD  
your God has forbidden. 24 For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.”

2. This brooks no competition for your heart.
a. He will not share the place of honor that is rightfully His with other things, physical or spiritual. 

Including cars, homes, jobs, loved ones.  They are gifts from God and He deserves to be first.
b. ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your  

mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.”  (Matthew 22:37-38)
c. And no carved images to represent Him.  Such would all fall far short of Who and What He is, 

misrepresent Him, and must necessarily be images of things He created.
d. No worship of sun, moon and stars – which He created and apportioned to everyone; 

Deuteronomy 4:19,  “And when you look up to the sky and see the sun, the moon and 
the stars—all the heavenly array—do not be enticed into bowing down to them and  
worshiping things the LORD your God has apportioned to all the nations under  
heaven.”

3. No false Gods.  In fact no other Gods at all;  Deuteronomy 5:6-9,  “6 I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 7 “You shall have no other gods 
before me.  8 “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven  
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 9 You shall not bow down to them or  
worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God,…”               As such, …

B. God expects and requires faithful devoted effort from His people.
1. God is the Giver / Provider of amazing gifts; but expects us to work for them.
2. Deuteronomy 4:1-2  ,  “1 Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you.  

Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the  
LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2 Do not add to what I command you and do 
not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you.”

3. The Promised Land was theirs!  It was given to them.  As sure as anything, but it was not simply 
dumped in their laps either.  

4. It was theirs!  But requires faithful honoring of God in obedience to His word.
5. It required a diligent effort in faithfulness as they stepped out against fortified cities and giants like 

Goliath, as they struggled and sweat and bled and some died to serve Him.  They engaged in 
many conflicts to demonstrate their allegiance to Him.

6. Today, He gives the gift of the Holy Spirit, but you must nurture the Spirit is you want to become 
spiritual.  Christians searched the Scriptures daily. Studied to rightly divide the word of God.

C. God expects and requires covenant keeping.
1. He expects constant, devoted effort to our end of the covenant.
2. Deuteronomy 4:25-26  ,  “25 After you have had children and grandchildren and have lived in  

the land a long time—if you then become corrupt and make any kind of idol, doing evil in  
the eyes of the LORD your God and provoking him to anger, 26 I call heaven and earth as 
witnesses against you this day that you will quickly perish from the land that you are  
crossing the Jordan to possess. You will not live there long but will certainly be  
destroyed.”

3. Hebrews 10:26-31  ,  “26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the  



knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of  
judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. 28 Anyone who rejected 
the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How 
much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the  
Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that  
sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him who said, “It  
is mine to avenge; I will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a 
dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

4. Because He is a jealous and demanding God, we need to be diligent and faithful in our effort to 
keep our covenant with Him in Christ Jesus!

We need to take our relationship with God serious.  It is desperately serious.  It is a hard thing to stand in  
the Presence of Almighty God.  It is an even harder thing to stand outside of His Presence.  It may  
be that you have fallen short.  That you have not fully acknowledged God with you life in a way that  
genuinely honors Him as He instructs.  There is hope. We can live in His Presence with confidence  
because …

III.     God Is Merciful.  
A. God will not abandon His people or His promises.

1. Deuteronomy 4:31  ,  “For the LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or 
destroy you or forget the covenant with your forefathers, which he confirmed to them by  
oath.”

2. He is faithful.  He is love.  He is patient.  He doesn’t fool around and is not to be trifled with, but He 
is willing to forgive.

3. 2 Peter 3:9b  ,  “…He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come 
to repentance.”

4. God is willing to be found.  Wanting to rescue.  That’s why He sent His Son to die that we might be 
saved. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever  
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

B. Even in His mercy, God expects and requires that one genuinely and seriously try.
1. Don’t neglect the rest of the passage just read:  2 Peter 3:10-12,  “But the day of the Lord will  

come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed  
by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  11 Since everything will be 
destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and  
godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.”

2. There is great encouragement here in God’s love and mercy and promise. 2 Peter 3:13-15,  “But 
in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the  
home of righteousness.  14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this,  
make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind 
that our Lord’s patience means salvation,…”

3. His mercy still requires and earnest repentance.  If you have left something undone that He has 
instructed (baptism?) If you are knowingly outside His will and instructions;  if you are hiding a lie, 
secretly viewing porno, carrying a grudge against a brother or sister, etc.

4. Half-hearted effort at repentance does not honor Him.  Does not give Him His proper place.

So What?
Romans 11:22,  “Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell,  

but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off.”
We live under a different covenant and a different arrangement, but it is the very same God 

whom we serve.  All these things we have been reading have been written for our 
understanding and encouragement.  It is vital that we understand the nature of God so we can 
acknowledge Him.
Deuteronomy 4:39,  makes the point well.  Wherever you are in life, whatever your 
circumstances,  “Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the LORD is God in heaven above  
and on the earth below. There is no other.”

Live like you stand in the very Presence of God.



Closing Prayer:
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