
Loving The Brethren
1 Peter 1:22-25

Objective:   @ to realize the importance of loving interaction with other members of the church.
Reading:  1 Peter 1:22-25
Memory:  1 Peter 1:22.
Introduction:
1. I have just become a Christian.  I have confessed that I love the Lord with all my heart etc., and I have 

determined to do all things that are related by that statement.  I have determined to follow His 
instructions, commands, examples, etc..  I have determined to rid my life of sin.

2. Is that enough?  Do I really need to associate with the other members of the church too:  Do I need to 
hang around with them?  I don’t even know most of them, do I need to like them too, and get involved 
with them?  YES!

We Need To Learn To Love The Brethren! (WHY?)
In 1 Peter 1:22-25,  by the power and authority of Almighty God, the Holy Apostle 

Peter here urges Christians to bring their love for other members of the church to a 
reality.  Two basic reasons for a sincere love of the brethren are evident.
The first reason Peter brings out for our learning to genuinely love the other members of the church is one 
that ought to touch our very heart strings.  We really need to learn what it means to love the brethren  
because;
I.       Such Love Is The Very Purpose Of Conversion !  
A. God has a purpose for providing a means of salvation.

1. Was it simply to get you to heaven?  Or is there something more?  Is there something He expects to 
accomplish through the “saved”?  What does He want, expect from you as a Christian?

2. 1 Peter 1:22   says, “Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth…”
3. “obeying the truth”,  is responding to the Gospel.
4. Obedience to the Gospel should have resulted in your having purified yourself.
5. A result of this “purification is then given;  “…so that you have sincere love for your brothers,”
6. A reason or goal for this “purification” is then given;  “…love one another deeply, from the heart.”
7. God has an intention for such Christ-like and godly love among Christians, and that intention ought to 

become a major focus for us if we have been purified.

B. Christianity is supposed to change us.
1. That’s the meaning of “conversion”.  It means “changed”.  Changed into what we ought to be.
2. Not just a one time thing, but constant continual growth into Christ-likeness.  Sanctification!
3. Are you willing to change?  Are you serious about it?  Those to whom He is writing were trying to stay 

like they were in a lot of ways.  Are we really “purified by the Truth, or are we still abiding in our old 
selves?  Are you changed from old selfish self?  From self with hidden agendas/ motives?

4. 1 John 4:8   tells us that “God is love.”  It stands to reason: that is what we are to change to.
5. We are to imitate Him.  Ephesians 5:1,  “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved 

children…”
6. Such transformation into love is the very purpose and goal of all that the Apostles taught.  
a. 1 Timothy 1:5  ,  “The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a 

good conscience and a sincere faith.”

C. Such love enables the church to perform its mission.
1. Draws us into one Body!  Ephesians 4:4,  “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 

called to one hope when you were called”
2. Enables the parts of the body to function together.  Romans 12:4-5,  “Just as each of us has one 

body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in  
Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”

3. Teachers, encouragers, givers, hospitality, etc.  We need each other to accomplish God’s desires.

D. Such love heals social relationships.



1. Love allows blunders.  1 Peter 4:8,  “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers 
over a multitude of sins.”
a. Overcomes prejudices.  We can have bloopers / ask dumb questions /  forgive anger / loose 

words / lose patience / if I stumble, you will help me get up.  Because of love.
b. Who has blundered and hurt you?  Will you still love them?  Sincerely?  Fervently?

2. Love enables forgiveness.
a. It breaks down dividing walls.  pride / anger / opinions / customs / personality conflicts.
b. Are there barriers that exist between you and another Christian?  What would sincere love from 

the heart do differently?  Such love is also a divine quality, patterned after God’s forgiveness.
3. Love provides necessary strength to the weak.  1 Thessalonians 5:14,  “And we urge you, brothers,  

warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone.”
4. Who stands in need of this genuine brotherly love?  I think we all do.

E. Such love identifies the true Christian and the true church for other people.
1. John 13:34-35  ,  “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 

must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one  
another.”

2. Is it evident to the world that we love one another?  Is it evident to other Christians?
3. Is it evident to those you might normally despise or avoid?  Can they see you have been purified?
4. Is your sort of love simply the natural love such as exists between all humans;  even thieves and liars 

have a love.  Christian love is supposed to be extraordinary.  It is supposed to be unusual.

Invisible things are often demonstrated through visible responses in tangible ways.  Have you ever seen an  
itch?  But you know that if I am scratching, I must itch.  Eating reveals that I am hungry.  Leg jouncing = I am 
nervous / anxious.  Fidget = bored.  Head nod = agreement.  So is our conversion.  Our outward behavior is  
the proof that our heart has been converted!
II.      Brotherly Love Is Evidence Of Our Re-Birth.  1 Peter 1:22b-23,  “…love one another 
deeply, from the heart.  For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,  
through the living and enduring word of God.”
A. Behavior shows what’s in the heart.

1. If you are really saved, show me your love for the other members of the church.
2. Even if I am angry at them?  Even if I am hurt by them?  YES, then folks will know we are Christians 

by our love.  The inner rebirth that has taken place will be evident and obvious.
3. What is the physical, visible evidence of God’s love?  Behavior that reflects love; He died for us!

B. We are talking about a sincere love.
1. Some translations = “from a pure heart”.  Literally; “Without-hypocrisy”!  Not in words only.  Not in 

good pleasant thoughts only.  Not simply that “melted” look.  
2. It’s a matter of deeds and behavior.  Not simply in nice emotions, but with actions!
3. Christianity is a true heart religion that is very much action oriented;
a. Faith is seen in deeds!  James 2:18,  “...I will show you my faith by what I do.”
b. What were we created for in the first place?  Ephesians 2:10,  “For we are God’s workmanship,  

created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
c. Part of those “good works” is loving the brethren with actions!

C. We are talking about a fervent love.
1. It is easy to have a half-hearted love. a “somewhat” love, but this is not the same.
2. NIV says “deeply”.  The word comes from a word meaning to stretch and strain

a. Like a clothesline holding up a heavy burden.  Real exertion of power, energy.
b. Picture a champion arm wrestler;  eyes bulging in complete devotion & focus!

3. Anything you do without a total involvement is not “fervent”.
a. You love watermelon, old cars, pork chops, but not fervently, not “deeply”.
b. Your life does not get all involved, governed by those things.  I should in Christian love!

4. When you fervently, deeply love your child, it is seen in your deeds.  In your devotion,  self-sacrifice, 
the time you take for them.  You’d give them your kidney if needed.



So What? 
In God’s intention, there is no such thing as a “renegade” Christian.  That is;  one with no 

interaction with other Christians.  One simply off doing his or her own thing and not being an 
active part of God’s Church, helping it fulfill its God-given role.  By God’s intention, Christians are 
to sincerely, actively,  fervently love one another.

“Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the  
brethren, fervently love one another from the heart!”  (1 Peter 1:22)

I hope your love has become real.  I hope that it is a love to bring unity to the Lord’s body and 
cross all barriers that Satan might set up.  I hope it is a love to cross social classes, racial 
distinctions, educational divisions, tastes in music, hobbies, hurts, and anything else that might 
separate people.  Demonstrate your salvation by actively and genuinely loving all the other 
members of Christ’s church.

Closing Prayer;



Loving The Brethren
1 Peter 1:22-25

Reading:  1 Peter 1:22-25 Memory:  1 Peter 1:22
“N_ t_ y_ h_ p_ y_ b_ o_ t_ t_ s_ t_ y_ h_ s_ l_ f_ y_ b_, l_ o_ a_ d_, f_ t_ h_.”

We Need To Learn To Love The Brethren!
Two reasons for a sincere love of the brethren.

I.       Such Love Is The Very Purpose Of Conversion !  
A. God has a purpose for providing a means of salvation.

1 Peter 1:22a      1 Peter 1:22b      1 Peter 1:22c

B. Christianity is supposed to change us. 1 John 4:8      Ephesians 5:1      1 Timothy 1:5

C. Such love enables the church to perform its mission. Ephesians 4:4      Romans 12:4-5

D. Such love heals social relationships. 1 Peter 4:8      1 Thessalonians 5:14

E. Such love identifies the true Christian and the true church for other people.
John 13:34-35

II.      Brotherly Love Is Evidence Of Our Re-Birth.  1 Peter 1:22b-23,  
A. Behavior shows what’s in the heart.

B. We are talking about a sincere love. James 2:18      Ephesians 2:10

C. We are talking about a fervent love.

So What? 
Demonstrate your salvation by genuinely loving all the other members of Christ’s 

church.


