
Show Yourselves To Be Holy
1 Peter 1:15-16

Objective:  Motivate each to seek to become holy.
Reading:  1 Peter 1:13-21.
Memory:  1 Peter 1:15,  “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;…”
Introduction:
1. What are Christians generally like?  Do they stand out from the world, or do they fit in?  How about 

you?   I would suggest that none of us really likes to stand out very much, that consciously or 
subconsciously we generally try to fit in.

2. This is a wrong thing to do.  As the children of God, living in a wicked and corrupt world, we are not 
supposed to “fit in”.  We are supposed to stand out in a number of ways.  In particular, in our purity.…

We need to assert ourselves to personal holiness! (How?)
Don’t allow anything to gloss over your personal holiness.  Holiness is the key theme of the 

Old Testament.  The bulk of God’s teaching as He led Israel through the wilderness was 
intended to impress upon the people, what nature of people they needed to be if they were 
going to call Him their God and actually have a relationship with the one and only true God who 
is Holy.  What are some of the things that should guide us as we as we seek personal purity?
The very first, prime motivation in our asserting our personal holiness is…
I.       In Imitation of God Himself.  
A. The One Who called you is Holy.

1. God is holy!  He is the Creator.  The Goal is for us to be made in His image – HOLY.
2. 1 John 3:1-3  ,  “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called  

children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it  
did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not  
yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we  
shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is  
pure.”

3. “Holy” means “pure”.   “αγιοσ.”  God defines what purity is.  In Him there is nothing dirty, nasty or 
unclean.  This is God’s very nature;  like love.  Like “Light”.  

4. 1 John 1:5  ,  “…God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.”

B. A goal with a purpose.
1. If we want to honor God, we should imitate Him  try to be like Him.
2. If we want to be with God, we must be acceptable to Him.
3. If we want to represent God, we must understand Him and act like Him.
4. If we are His children, here is where the similarity ought to be.
5. 1 Peter 1:14  ;  “As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you 

lived in ignorance.”  Why NOT live as you want to , as you used to?  Because you know better 
now!  You have truth.  You know the nature of Almighty God.  He has adopted you as children. 
This should serve as ample motivation to personal holiness.

As we assert holiness in our own lives, we ought to be asserting it …
II.      In All Personal Aspects.  
A. Your Mind

1. 1 Peter 1:13  ,  “Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope  
fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.”

2. What kind of things do you allow your mind to think about?  Is it controlled by idle conversation? 
By TV commercials or sit-coms?  Are you in charge of it, or does the situation govern it?

3. Philippians 4:8  ,  “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,  
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or  
praiseworthy—think about such things.”

4. You are supposed to take charge of your thoughts.  Take every thought captive.  Learn to control 
your mind.  GIGO



B. Your Body
1. Body is not separate from you.  The deeds that you do with your body, are a reflection of the sprit 

that it houses.
2. The world is looking to see what you DO!  Are you really like God?  Or really like everyone else?
3. God is looking to see what you DO!  Are you really like your Father?  Or do you behave more like 

Satan?  Your behavior may identify who really IS your father.
4. As a Christian, your body is the very temple of the Holy Spirit.
5. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20  ,  “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is  

in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a  
price. Therefore honor God with your body.”

6. 2 Corinthians 7:1  ,  “Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from  
everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for  
God.”

C. Your Spirit.
1. This is what Jesus is teaching in Matthew 5.

a. Matthew 5:21-22  ,  “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not  
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that  
anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who  
says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You  
fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.”

b. Matthew 5:27-28  ,  “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But I tell  
you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with  
her in his heart.”

2. What is your immediate reaction?  Heartfelt response?  It needs to be trained as well!

The holiness we are discussing does not happen in an immediate, done-for-you sort of way.  Seek purity
III.     In Ever Increasing Measure.  
A. There IS an immediate and completely cleaned aspect.

1. When you commit your life to God in Christ, When you make the appeal to God for a clean 
conscience in baptism, all your sins are forgiven.  You are absolutely clean.  Covered in grace

2. Acts 2:38   says, here your sins are forgiven, and here you receive the gift of the holy Spirit.  “Peter 
replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the  
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

3. This initial act of becoming a Christian is identified in Romans 5:1-2, as our means of access to 
grace;  “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this  
grace in which we now stand.”  NAS translates this as “…through Whom we have obtained 
our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand.”

4. You have been introduced to Grace;  what remains is for you to follow Christ, your Christian walk, 
your actions which demonstrate that you belong to God.  A matter of continually submitting your 
spirit to His in a growing Christ-likeness.  This is called Sanctification.  It is not supposed to stop 
here;  this is only the beginning of it, we are supposed to continue to be sanctified.  Set apart 
from the world for purity and God’s use.

B. Sanctification is a progressive matter.
1. It is a process!  I’m not really there.  I need to work on it!  I need to grow in my Christ-likeness!
2. This is a matter of picking up my cross daily!  Dying to self daily.  Galatians 2:20;  “I have been 

crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I  
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

3. Over and over again, I need to make clean choices.
a. Shall I watch this TV show?  Shall I open that smutty Spam email?
b. Shall I continue to smoke marijuana?
c. Does my attitude reflect God and bring glory to Him and His church?

Seek to attain holiness and an increasing measure of personal holiness…



IV.     Through the Power of God.  
A. You can not do it without God.

1. Stop trying to be godly without God.  We are talking of personal relationship.  Personal attention.
2. Father is love and He takes the initiative, He is the example.  He sets it up in Christ.

B. You can not do it without Christ.
1. Can’t be holy without Christ.  Stop trying to be Christian without Christ.
2. Read 1 Peter 1:18-21;  “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or  

gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your 
forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He  
was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your  
sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him,  
and so your faith and hope are in God.”

3. He paid the price.  He redeemed you.  He makes it forgiveness of sins and holiness possible.
4. It starts and ends at the CROSS!  Without the cross, holiness is not possible.  Learn about it, 

remember it often.  This is reason for weekly observance of Lord’s Supper.

C. You can not do it without the Holy Spirit.
1. Can’t be Holy without the Holy Spirit.  Stop trying to be Spiritual without the Holy Spirit.
2. Let Him convict you of sin.
3. Be open to the Spirit’s leading.  Let God’s Spirit work and live in you.

So What?
Christians are supposed to be more than “mere men”.  There is supposed to be something 

incredibly different about Christians.  They are supposed to stand out from the rest of humanity 
because they are different.  Determine to be different.  Determine to be like God.  Determine to 
be Holy even as God is Holy!

Closing Prayer:
Father, I pray for each one who hears these words.  May your love increase and overflow 

within us.  May you strengthen each of our hearts with a determination to be holy, pure and 
blameless in your Presence.  Strengthen us so we can stand and actually represent You here 
on earth.  May we be holy as You are Holy, so You can live and abide within us and may Your 
holiness be seen in us and draw others to You.  Amen.



Show Yourselves To Be Holy
1 Peter 1:15-16

Reading:  1 Peter 1:13-21. Memory:  1 Peter 1:15
“B_ j_ a_ h_ w_ c_ y_ i_ h_, s_ b_ h_ i_ a_ y_ d_…”

We need to assert ourselves to personal holiness!
Some of the things that should guide us as we as we seek personal purity.

I.       In Imitation of God Himself.  
A. The One Who called you is Holy. 1 John 3:1-3      1 John 1:5

B. A goal with a purpose. 1 Peter 1:14

II.      In All Personal Aspects.  
A. Your Mind 1 Peter 1:13      Philippians 4:8

B. Your Body 1 Corinthians 6:19-20      2 Corinthians 7:1

C. Your Spirit. Matthew 5:21-22      Matthew 5:27-28

III.     In Ever Increasing Measure.  
A. There IS an immediate and completely cleaned aspect. Acts 2:38      Romans 5:1-2

B. Sanctification is a progressive matter. Galatians 2:20

IV.     Through the Power of God.  
A. You can not do it without God.

B. You can not do it without Christ. 1 Peter 1:18-21

C. You can not do it without the Holy Spirit.

So What?
Determine to be different.  Determine to be like God.  Determine to be Holy even as God is 
Holy!

Action:  (Specify an action or change you will make in your life as a result of this message.)

Date:  (When you will check to verify that you have done it.)
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