
Living As A Child Of God
1 John

Objective:  @ to commit to living their life as a true Christian.
Reading:  John 8:31-32,  42-47.
Memory:  John 8:31b.,  “…J_ s_, “I_ y_ h_ t_ m_ t_, y_ a_ r_ m_ d_.”
Introduction:
1. Not every one who claims to be a Christian really is a Christian.  Some put on a front and think they 

are fooling people.  May even fool themselves.  Some may genuinely not know the difference.  
2. Bible speaks false prophets, those who are deceived and self-deceived.  Some simply are not being 

real with themselves.  Inconsistency in the lives of those who claim to be Christians has led to a great 
deal of ridicule on television shows.

3. It does matter how Christians live.  If we claim to be Children of God, then;

We must   LIVE   like God’s children.  (HOW?)
The Apostle John, in the divinely inspired letter which we know of as 1 John, is addressing 

just this sort of problem.  Evidently, some of them are not living like Christians, and they are 
teaching others to do the same thing.  John makes it clear to his readers that in order for 
people to be Christians, they need to live like Christians.  This means that their lives (and ours) 
must meet certain conditions.  Look with me this morning at the book of 1 John, and lets 
examine some of the expectations and requirements for legitimately being called Christians.
One of the most basic requirements of living as a child of God is that Christians must:
I.       Renounce Sin:    1 John 3:4-9,  “4Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 
lawlessness. 5But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is  
no sin. 6  No one who lives in him keeps on sinning  . No one who continues to sin has either seen 
him or known him. 7Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is  
righteous, just as he is righteous. 8He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil  
has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the  
devil’s work. 9No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; 
he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.”
A. Your attitude toward sin reveals to whom you belong.

1. Do you know what sin is?  Do you care?  Do you care deeply?
2. Sin is repulsive to God and not characteristic of God’s children.
3. Do you continue to lie?  Steal?  Are you involved in any sort of sexual immorality?  Do you let 

anger take control of your actions?  Stop it NOW!

B. This is speaking of conscious and willful sin.
1. What is your practice!?  What are you intending? Do you continue to do certain things that you 

know are not pleasing to God?
2. Sometimes folks slip up – they goof and do the wrong thing.  If and when this happens, we are 

supposed to immediately repent of it.  Stop it.  We should be so ashamed that we are able to 
resist the temptation better the next time.

3. It is NOT okay to continue in any sin willfully!  “He who does what is sinful is of the devil…”
4. What is your determination towards sin?  Do you have a Christian stance/determination?

C. What of “Christians” who do continue to sin?
1. Read verse 10 and it becomes obvious to whom they belong.  “This is how we know who the 

children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is  
right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.”

2. Who’s child you are depends on your attitude toward sin.  Only two choices.  Is it acceptable to 
you or are you determined to rid your life of it?

The best way to not engage in sin is to do exactly what the Holy One tells you;  make Him Lord and obey 
His instructions.  The reality, says the Apostle, is that if we are really God’s children, we will:
II.      Be Obedient To God:    1 John 3:24,  “Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in 
them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.”



A. How do you “live in Him”?
1. You do what He says.  You do what He would do.  You obey His commands!
2. Not a reference to the 10 Commandments, or some few, but to all the instructions given in NT!
3. John 14:15  , says it in these words;  “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”

B. Faith is obedient to the One it places faith in.
1. Faith is not only believe in God, but especially to believe God and that means do what He says!
2. To believe is to obey.  Biblically, they are the same word.
3. Doing things differently than He says actually indicates you think you are wiser, smarter, have 

better options = you don’t trust Him!  = no really faith.

C. Is His Spirit in you if…
1. You get in the habit of forsaking the assembling together when He says not to?  (Hebrews 10:25)
2. He says;  “among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of  

impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people.”  (Eph. 5:3) Yet 
you continue to have sex outside of marriage, watch immoral movies/jokes, and practice greed?

3. He says;  “In your anger do not sin”, (Eph 4:26) Yet you continue to have outbursts and sin and 
excuse yourself because somebody made you angry?

4. What other sins do you find excuses to keep doing?  How can you claim to be His and to live “in 
Him” if you keep doing them those things willingly?  He says you are not real.

One more criteria to validate the reality of your Christianity is:
III.     Love:    1 John 4:7-12,  “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8  Whoever does not love does not   
know God, because God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved God, but  
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.”
A. Love is what Christianity is all about.

1. God is love; if we belong to Him, are His children, are really of His nature, we must love.
2. Not the world’s concept of love.  Not just your friends and family.
3. A heartfelt attitude that extends to all; including enemies.

B. The reality of Love is seen in relationships.
1. 1 John 4:20-21  .,  “If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who  

does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And he has  
given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.”

2. What are your relationships like with people?  With difficult people?  With folks who are opposed 
and have conflicting ideas?  

3. Do your relationships tend to be filled with strife and friction or are you a “peacemaker”?  
4. Do folks feel safe and valued from you even when you disagree on things or do they have to fear 

wrath and vengeance?
So What?:

In John 8:31-47, some Jews are disputing with Jesus and He tells them basically, you can 
tell who your father is because you look like and act like your Father.  READ.  “31To the Jews 
who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32Then 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s  
descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”  
34Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35Now a slave has no  
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you  
will be free indeed. 37I know you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me,  
because you have no room for my word. 38I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s  
presence, and you do what you have heard from your father.” 39“Abraham is our father,” they  
answered. “If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do the things Abraham 
did. 40As it is, you are determined to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from 



God. Abraham did not do such things. 41You are doing the things your own father does.” “We are  
not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.” 42Jesus said  
to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I  
have not come on my own; but he sent me. 43Why is my language not clear to you? Because you 
are unable to hear what I say. 44You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out  
your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is  
no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  
45Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I  
am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47He who belongs to God hears what God says.  
The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”

Who’s child are you?  Really?  Who do you look like and act like?  Who do you really live 
like?  Do you renounce sin as a child of God does?  Do you live by obedience of faith as a child 
of God does?  Do you love as a child of God does?

Invitation
If you examine yourself and find yourself lacking, it does not have to stay that way.  With the 

help of God you can change and become a child of God.  You can be born anew,  by making 
the appeal to God for a clear conscience in the waters of baptism (1 Peter 3:21).  Then, 
continue to live genuinely as a child of God, imitating your Father in every way, and know that 
you have eternal life because the Father and the Son abide in you.

Closing Prayer:



Living As A Child Of God
1 John

Reading:  John 8:31-32,  42-47. Memory:  John 8:31b
“…J_ s_, “I_ y_ h_ t_ m_ t_,  y_ a_ r_ m_ d_.”

We must   LIVE   like God’s children.  
Expectations and requirements for legitimately being called Christians.

I.       Renounce Sin:  1 John 3:4-9
A. Your attitude toward sin reveals to whom you belong.

B. This is speaking of conscious and willful sin.

C. What of “Christians” who do continue to sin? 1 John 3:10

II.      Be Obedient To God:  1 John 3:24
A. How do you “live in Him”? John 14:15

B. Faith is obedient to the One it places faith in.

C. Is His Spirit in you if… Hebrews 10:25      Ephesians 5:3      Ephesians 4:26

III.     Love:  1 John 4:7-12
A. Love is what Christianity is all about.

B. The reality of Love is seen in relationships. 1 John 4:20-21

So What?     
Read John 8:31-47.    Who’s child are you?  Who do you look like and act like?  Who do 

you really live like?  Do you renounce sin as a child of God does?  Do you live by obedience of 
faith as a child of God does?  Do you love as a child of God does?

Action:  (Specify an action or change you will make in your life as a result of this message.)

Date:  (When you will check to verify that you have done it.)
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