
Be Strong, Do The Work
1 Chronicles 28:9-10

Objective:  Encourage and inspire @ to get after the work the Lord has chosen us to do.
Reading:  1 Chronicles 28:6-10
Memory:  1 Chronicles 28:20.
Introduction:
1. Procrastination does not “get-r-done”.  Even with the work God has chosen for us to do.  There are 

factors of real life that lend to our procrastinating about doing the work God has set out for us to do.

We Need To Rise Up And Do The Work. (HOW?)
We are now God’s chosen.  We have been chosen by God to build a spiritual 

temple, the church.  Let’s look at this Old Testament example that was written for our 
instruction, our endurance, our encouragement and our hope,  and consider HOW we 
are to go about the work that God has chosen us to do.
The first order of business as we set out to do the work of building  the Lord’s Temple is to…
I.       Commit Your Heart and Mind To Serving God.    (1 Chronicles 28:9,  “…serve him with 
wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind,…”)
A. Sanctify yourself to God.

1. When something “sanctified”, it is dedicated to the Lord, it is set aside exclusively for the service to 
God. (as a “dedicated” phone line is dedicated only for that purpose.)  Are you “dedicated”, 
devoted, or are you holding back something?

2. The Temple requires pure and holy materials dedicated to the Lord.  You first of all.
a. Αγιασµοσ  ,   a “saint”, Christian, is one who is separated for the use of God.
b. Purify ourselves. Help others purify themselves.
c. Purify your own relation to God.  Fix the purity of your relations with others;  spouse, family, 

friends, even enemies, in order to glorify God.
d. Generally find the work on the Lord’s temple stymied when there are problems at home. 

Something going on that does NOT honor God.
3. 1 Peter 1:22  ,  “Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have  

sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.”
a. Recently I was addressing in practical terms what it means to love one another deeply from the 

heart;  in terms of forgiveness, service, correction, teaching, etc.  Someone commented that 
we cannot/do not succeed in this because we have not yet really purified ourselves by obeying 
the Truth.

b. If you are holding back in this commitment, the building will not go on as it should.
c. Like workmen showing up but not ready to work.  Only putting up sheetrock with one hand.

4. Serve with a willing spirit;  nothing held back.  No grumbling or complaining.  In Spirit and in Truth. 
With all of your heart set aside entirely for the work you are especially chosen to do.

B. Understand that YOU are the “chosen”.
1. Solomon was chosen specifically for the work;  1 Chronicles 28:10,  “Consider now, for the 

LORD has chosen you to build a temple ….”
2. You and I, if we are really Christians, are likewise specifically chosen;  1 Peter 2:9,  “But you are 

a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you  
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

3. Give yourself to the One you are chosen by.  In other words…

C. Know and acknowledge God.
1. 1 Chronicles 28:9  ,  “And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and 

serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches  
every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be  
found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever.”

2. Commit to God. Strive to understand Him in very nature and Spirit because, not only are we 
working for Him as His chosen, on His project, by His power and authority and Spirit, but He is 
the very  “stuff” we are to be building out of. 



a. Colossians 3:10  ,  “(we) … have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 
in the image of its Creator.”

b. The New Testament version of this concept might be stated in 1 John 3:3,  “Everyone who 
has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.”

c. or, as Ephesians 1:23 teaches, He is head of the church, “…which is his body, the fullness 
of him who fills everything in every way.”

3. Imitate Christ in every way.  Become the very essence of what Christ is,  No reservation, nothing 
held back, totally devoted and committed.  He knows.  1 Chronicles 28:9,  “…for the LORD 
searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If you seek him,  
he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever.”  God searches 
every heart and understands every motive behind your thoughts.  Be absolutely transparent with 
Him and with self.

4. Building God’s temple and making Him known is what we were created and chosen for.

Now that the workmen are basically prepared and we have a grasp on the basic building materials, …
II.      Determine To Follow The “Pattern” or Plan.  
A. We have been furnished with plans.

1. 1 Chronicles 28:12  ,  “He gave him the plans of all that the Spirit had put in his mind…”
a. Specifics for forks, dishes, candle sticks, storerooms, how much gold, silver, iron, etc. to be 

used for each.
2. A God-given plan.  Written down by the will of God.  1 Chronicles 28:19,  “All this,” David said,  

“I have in writing from the hand of the LORD upon me, and he gave me understanding in  
all the details of the plan.”

3. Like Solomon, we have a blueprint.  We have plans to follow as well.  It involves doctrine.
a. Doctrine not limited to Hear. Believe, Repent, Confess and be Baptized.
b. Doctrine not limited to requirements of elders, elements of communion and when to take it, and 

other things we might write down and memorize.
c. It involves doctrine that has to do with our being a living sacrifice.  The involves our being the 

imitation of Christ in all things.  Doctrine that involves our attitudes and intentions and 
motivations.  Things like;  1 Peter 2:1,  “… rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit,  
hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.”  And  James 1:27,  “… keep oneself from 
being polluted by the world.”

B. Our “plan” specifies a Spiritual Temple!
1. What kid of House should be built  that would honor the name of the Creator of Heaven and 

Earth?  Should it be concrete or red brick?  Should it b e gold and silver and pearls?  NO.  It 
should be souls made pure and holy and free from sin.  It should be a living body to serve a living 
God.  It should be a spiritual temple for the Spirit of God to reside in.  The temple we are building 
is to be made of people.  Souls!  (I am the church, you are the church …)

2. It involves people relations much more so than building and grounds.  But they also are important. 
When working on building and grounds remember they can and must relate to souls.

3. Involves people being transformed into the very image of Christ.  Involves people learning to 
actually love one another deeply, from the heart.  Being knit together into one body with a 
spiritual unity that demonstrated to the world the glory of God in Christ.

4. Ephesians 2:19-22  ,  “19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow  
citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of  
the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the 
whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in 
him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his 
Spirit.”  A people in whom God may actually abide and dwell.

We have a grasp on the basic building materials.  And a grasp on the basic “plan” written down by the  
authority of God.  We can refer to again and again as often as we need to.  It is now time to …

III.     Apply Ourselves To The Work.  
A. This is an initiative we need to make.

1. 1 Chronicles 28:10b  ,  “Be strong and do the work.”  (No one else.  YOU get started.)



2. 1 Chronicles 28:20  ,  “Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Do not be afraid or  
discouraged, for the LORD God, my God, is with you.…”

3. Now   is the time to encourage each other to it.  Now is the time to renew our effort.  Now is the time 
to step out an lead others to it by example.  Now is the time to take that initiatve.

4. Recently at a discussion with Conservative Christian Church.  When asked how they viewed us, 
comment was that we used to be full of zeal for evangelism, but we are losing that zeal.  Let’s 
renew it here and now!

5. There will be times when you are discouraged, times when you opposed, so expect that …

B. The work will be demanding and it will require courage.
1. Maybe that’s why Revelation 21:8 puts the cowardly in hell.  “But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the  

vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—
their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.”

2. Heaven may be for the meek and gentle, but it’s not for cowards.  Faith that leads one to act 
translates into courage.  If you are dis-couraged, renew courage by doing things to rekindle faith!

3. Muster up you courage and your will power. The work of building may involve some blood sweat 
and tears.  Not from dropping cinder blocks on your toes or getting blisters, but from struggling 
with people and engaging in Spiritual Warfare for souls.

4. Part of our work is prayer.  In all honesty we probably don’t do too well here.  How much time do 
you honestly spend in prayer?  How many other people do you routinely pray for?  How often do 
you say, “I’ll pray for you”, but don’t actually remember to?  (I know I’m too guilty on all accounts)

5. Part of the work is to “edify” – this is the manifestation of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 14.  To educate 
in truth and doctrine, to build one another up.

6. Part of the work requires may be to confront people.  And the strength to do so gently and in love.
7. To step out on faith,  to stand up and speak up.  To take a stand for truth.
8. Jesus is our example in this as well;  Jesus persevered until He was able to say, “It is finished”. 

Let’s apply ourselves with like courage and diligence, no matter what it takes.  Be strong and do 
work, until it is finished.

C. Know that God will be with you.
1. 1 Chronicles 29:1b  ,  “…The task is great, because this palatial structure is not for man but  

for the LORD God.”  It is more than you can do alone.  More than you can do by any human 
power.  But you are NOT alone and you have more than human power.

2. 1 Chronicles 28:20  ,  “ … the LORD God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you or forsake  
you until all the work for the service of the temple of the LORD is finished.”

3. In the New Testament, this is Matthew 28:19-20,  “ Therefore go and make disciples of all  
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you  
always, to the very end of the age.”

So What?
After addressing the people, and clarifying what they are chosen to do, David, the 

man of God stands up and asks in 1 Chronicles 29:5b,  “…Now, who is willing to 
consecrate himself today to the LORD?”    I am.  Are you?  Brethren, lets renew our vigor 
and commitment.  Let’s do this.  Let’s be strong and courageous and faithful.  Let’s get  
up and do what God has set out for us to do.

Closing Prayer:



Be Strong, Do The Work
1 Chronicles 28:9-10

Reading:  1 Chronicles 28:6-10 Memory:  1 Chronicles 28:20
 “B_ s_ a_ c_, a_ d_ t_ w_. D_ n_ b_ a_ o_ d_, f_ t_ L_ G_, m_ G_, I_ w_ y_.”

We Need To Rise Up And Do The Work.
HOW we are to go about the work that God has chosen us to do.

I.       Commit Your Heart and Mind To Serving God.   1 Chronicles 28:9
A. Sanctify yourself to God. 1 Peter 1:22

B. Understand that YOU are the “chosen”. 1 Chronicles 28:10      1 Peter 2:9

C. Know and acknowledge God.
1 Chronicles 28:9    Colossians 3:10     1 John 3:3    Ephesians 1:23   1 Chronicles 28:9

II.      Determine To Follow The “Pattern’ or Plan.  
A. We have been furnished with plans.

1 Chronicles 28:12      1 Chronicles 28:19      1 Peter 2:1      James 1:27

B. Our “plan” specifies a Spiritual Temple! Ephesians 2:19-22

III.     Apply Ourselves To The Work.  
A. This is an initiative we need to make. 1 Chronicles 28:10b      1 Chronicles 28:20

B. The work will be demanding and it will require courage. Revelation 21:8

C. Know that God will be with you.
1 Chronicles 29:1b      1 Chronicles 28:20      Matthew 28:19-20

So What?
Let’s get up and do what God has set out for us to do.
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