
Doing It God’s Way
Romans 10:1-4

Objective:  Realize the need to know and follow Christ’s teachings rather than denominational ideas.
Reading:  Romans 10:1-4.
Memory:  Romans 10:3
Introduction:  
1. A friend has just come to you and he tells you that he has  made up his mind that he believes in 

God and in Jesus Christ.  He wants to be pleasing to God and to be right with God.  With all his 
heart he wants to be a Christian.  His question to you is;  “What type of Christian do I become?” 
There are so many different brands of Christianity, so many denominations, which do I choose to 
follow to make sure I am pleasing to God?  Which teachings are right to follow?  How will you 
answer Him?

2. The answer really is very simple;  tell him to follow the teachings of Christ.  If we would be 
Christians, if we would belong to Christ and be His disciples, then He is the one we need to follow. To 
be Christians;

We Need To Follow Christ And His Teachings! (WHY?)
The Bible clearly substantiates this truth, and in Romans 10:1-4 the inspired Apostle , Paul, 

reveals several reasons why it is so important to make sure that it is Christ whom we are  
following, not any denomination or religious group.  
Remember Paul is born and raised Jewish and all his friends and family are Jewish.  They are very  
enthusiastic for serving God, but the first truth that the Apostle brings out is that…
I.       Enthusiasm Alone Is Not Enough:  
A. Religious enthusiasm is extremely important.

1. Matthew 22:37-38  ,  “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment.”

2. All your heart, etc. sounds extreme.  Radical. Enthusiastic.  It is!  This is what 
God is wanting and expecting from us.  
3. Perhaps the word is devotion!  Who wants to be loved apathetically?  Without this 
enthusiasm, God is NOT really pleased.

4. Revelation 3:15-16  ,  “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you 
were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I  
am about to spit you out of my mouth.”

5. We have just learned how to make God “spit”  -  be lukewarm in your devotion.
6. Lukewarm religion is obviously NOT acceptable to God.

B. Enthusiasm by itself will not accomplish what is needed.
1. By itself, it cannot get you to heaven.
2. True story of two men in a jeep who get stuck in desert.  One marches rapidly off, disoriented; 

other moves deliberately, thinking of need for water, protection from heat, how to signal help.
3. True story of boy playing soccer with enthusiasm;  but running to the wrong goal!
4. Consider the zeal of the Jews.

5. They would die for God,  in fact they often died rather than fight on the Sabbath.
6. Matthew 23:15  ,  “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when he  
becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as you are.”

7. Romans 10:2  ,  “For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal  
is not based on knowledge.”

8. We need to have some knowledge about what we are doing.
9. Thinking is needed.  Understanding is needed. Correct doctrine is needed.

10. Look at Cornelius in Acts 10:1-2,  “At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a  
centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. He and all his family were devout  



and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly.” 
He was very devoted, enthusiastic.  And to the right God!  But he still needed for God to send 
Peter to him to ,  “…bring … a message through which you and all your household will  
be saved.’  Acts 11:14

11. Knowledge, understanding, correct doctrine was needed.

C. Many folks still have zeal without knowledge.
1. Includes Taliban,  El Quiada.  “Christian groups that live insolated compounds (David Koresh)
2. Others who practice fasts, abundant rituals and religious obligations.  Carry a cross for 3 

years?
3. Vows of poverty.  Hours of door to door.  Life helping others.  But the works don’t save!  
4. They have a wrong concept of Righteousness!  Jesus says to some of these;  Matthew 7:21-

23,  “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but  
only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that  
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out  
demons and perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you.  
Away from me, you evildoers!’”

5. The real question is not whether they are doing good things.  The question is; are they doing 
the things which God has asks of them.  Things that show God is really “Lord” of their lives.

6. If I tell son to take out garbage; what if he mows lawn @ day but does not take 
out garbage?

7. If they are doing the good things they want but not the things Christ instructs,  are they 
even Christians?  Do they really belong to Him?  Is He really “Lord” or are they “Lord“ 
themselves?

Zeal, devotion, enthusiasm are important, even essential.  But not enough!  It can be erroneous or  
misdirected and does not lead to Righteousness.  It is clear that…
II.      Knowledge Is Also Necessary:  
A. We need to have guidance and direction.

1. Otherwise it’s like telling a contractor to build your dream house, without giving him your plan 
– it might be really nice, but it won’t be what you had in mind!

2. Knowledge not only in matters of God-given doctrines, but also in attitudes, motives, goal, 
spirit!
3. Read Isaiah 1: 10-17;  Who asked for these things?  What were the people 
missing?  

4. 1 Timothy 1:5  ,  “The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart  
and a good conscience and a sincere faith.”  (also illustrated for us by Christ.)

B. To convey this guidance and direction is a big part of why Christ came.
1. How can I be pleasing to an invisible, intangible God; a God I can’t see?
2. John 1:9  ,  “There was the true light which, coming into the world enlightens every 

man.”
3. John 1:18  ,  “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the  
Father’s side, has made him known.”

C. The Jews failed to comprehend God’s form of righteousness.
1. Romans 10:3  ,  “Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and 

sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.”
2. They were blinded by their own concepts of righteousness.   Like they looked at God’s plans, 

but liked their own ideas.
3. Did you ever get so caught up into doing something your own way that you can’t hear when 

other’s try to explain something?  You vaguely hear them, but already have something in mind 
yourself?

4. I remember my wife asking for simple white carnations for our anniversary.  I outdid her and 



bought her red roses.  She had something in mind for the carnations and is allergic to roses. 
It was a BAD idea.

5. The world is full of people who are teaching their own form of righteousness.  Cf.; 
qualifications of church leaders?  baptism?  rituals?  Lord’s Supper?  The power of rosaries.

D. Who does teach and convey the righteousness of God?
1. Romans 10:4  ,  “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for  

everyone who believes.”  They did not follow Christ, and missed righteousness!
2. John 14:6  ,  “Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to  

the Father except through me.”
3. What we need to know; Jesus is the Way and the only way.  He IS the righteousness of 
God.

No human institution can lead us adequately in spiritual matters.  Submitting to concepts of  
Righteousness that are derived from men is worthless.  Even from devout, good intentioned religious men.  
Whether these are personal concepts derived from experience, or doctrines laid down by denominational  
decrees, If they are man’s doctrines, they are still worthless.  The only way to be right with God is to  
submit to Christ because…
III.     Christ Is The Righteousness Of God.  
A. Someone says, “But don’t we all worship the same God?”

1. Yes, we may TRY to, but we do not all live and worship in the same way. 
2. The Jews worship the same God, but Paul says bluntly that they are in deep trouble 

religiously.  That’s what the big “but” is there for in Romans 10:1-2,  “Brothers, my heart’s  
desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 2 For I can testify 
about them that they are zealous for God, BUT their zeal is not based on knowledge.” 
It means there is a problem!

3. Principle applies to everyone who submits to any concept of righteousness other than 
Christ.

B. Christ is the end goal of the Law.
1. He is what it all led up to.  And, Christ has fulfilled the Law.  Matthew 5:17,  “Do not think 

that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them  
but to fulfill them.”  He enables us to know what they are about.  He actually does it by 
keeping the spirit of the law!

2. This is what Galatians 3:24 points out;   “So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ  
….”

3. Any other concept or requirement of Righteousness is not valid.
4. God’s righteousness is Achieved in Christ.  Explained  in Christ.  Embodied in Christ. 

Available only in Christ.
5. Acts 4:12  ,  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under  
heaven given to men by which we MUST be saved.”  He is the Way and the Only Way!

C. The “Righteousness of God” is not hard to find or follow.
1. Matthew 11:28-30  ,  “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 

you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in  
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.”

2. Not only can you do it, but you will find it to be an incredible blessing to come under the 
Good Shepherd’s guidance.

So What?:
Who are you following and from where did you acquire your concepts of 

righteousness?   I pray, and beg that you do not simply rely on what others tell you, or 
what you have always thought, or even what you “feel” is adequate.  I urge you with all 



my heart to learn from Jesus.  Know and understand His teachings,  and submit to 
Jesus as God’s Righteousness.  I urge you to pay attention and follow Christ!

Closing Prayer:



Doing It God’s Way
Romans 10:1-4

Reading:  Romans 10:1-4. Memory:  Romans 10:3

“S_ t_ d_ n_ k_ t_ r_ t_ c_ f_ G_ a_ s_ t_ e_ t_ o_, t_ d_ n_ s_ t_ G_ r_.”

We Need To Follow Christ And His Teachings!
Why it is so important to make sure that it is Christ whom we are following.

I.       Enthusiasm Alone Is Not Enough:  
A. Religious enthusiasm is extremely important. Matthew 22:37-38     Revelation 3:15-16

B. Enthusiasm by itself will not accomplish what is needed.
Matthew 23:15     Romans 10:2     Acts 11:14

C. Many folks still have zeal without knowledge. Matthew 7:21-23

II.      Knowledge Is Also Necessary:  
A. We need to have guidance and direction. (Isaiah 1: 10-17)      1 Timothy 1:5

B. To convey this guidance and direction is a big part of why Christ came.
John 1:9     John 1:18

C. The Jews failed to comprehend God’s form of righteousness. Romans 10:3

D. Who does teach and convey true the righteousness of God?
Romans 10:4     John 14:6

III.     Christ Is The Righteousness Of God.  
A. “But don’t we all worship the same God?” Romans 10:1-2

B. Christ is the end goal of the Law. Matthew 5:17     Galatians 3:24    Acts 4:12

C. The righteousness of God is not hard to find or follow. Matthew 11:28-30

So What?:
Submit to Jesus as God’s Righteousness.


