
Purity of Christian Example
1 Timothy 2:8-15

Objective:  Encourage and instruct @ to strive for godliness in all aspects of their lives, particularly in worship.
Reading:  1 Timothy 6:11-12.
Introduction:  
1. Put your hands up and pretend you are driving down a long straight stretch of major highway. 
(Brrrmmmm;  go ahead, make the noise.)
2. Question!  Why do most of you move your hands back and forth a little bit?   Because you know what 
happens to a car driving down the road unless one continually makes minor adjustments.
3. The same thing happens to churches unless constant minor corrections are being made.  The car or 
church may not ever really be off course, but whenever there is a suggestion of a wrong direction, the 
driver touches the wheel to avoid a problem before it happens.
We need to supervise all aspects of our religious life, especially in our worship 
assembly, to assure that we not drift off the course of true godliness.  (WHAT?)

This is what the letter of 1 Timothy is about.  This morning I want us to look at 1 Timothy 2:8-15, and 
see some of the things in which the very young congregation in Ephesus was beginning to drift away, and 
about which Paul the Apostle writes his words of caution and correction to them to get them back on a 
course of godliness.  Read with me please.

Paul’s first word of caution is in regard to their prayers:
I.  Men are to lead in appropriate prayers:  (1 Tim. 2:8)
A. Men who can lift up holy hands without wrath or disputing.

1.  Cf. vss.2:2.  Prayer for everyone.  Including politicians.  No anger, prejudices etc.
a.  If you have been hurt by the Clinton administration - pray for them.

2.  Those who are noted for fussing, anger, harsh feelings are not to be allowed.
a.  Only those of unquestioned integrity are to be used to lead the congregation.

B. Specifically males only.
1.  Word used is “”, not “”.  Gender specific, not species specific.

a.  “”= The “man”, in the sense of “husband” as opposed to the “wife”.
2.  This is a job God has decreed for the male role.

a.  Read with me;  1 Corinthians 11:3,8-9.
b.  The male is intended to take the role of spiritual leader of the family, and this is to be lived out in the 
church setting as well as the home.
c.  All should be spiritual and do spiritual things, but the male is intended to provide the leadership, the 
initiative to get up and go to church. the initiative to see that grace is said before meals, that time is made 

for 
Bible reading etc.

C. We are talking specifically about the worship assembly here.
1.  I would address this further if any has questions regarding why it is this way.

Paul then moves on and addresses some matters regarding the females which could tend to lead the church off 
course from where God wants it to be.:
II.  Women are to dress with proper clothing:  (1 Tim. 2:9-10)
A. “Modestly and discreetly.”

1.  In such a way so as not to draw attention to theirself.
2.  The first word deals with the sexuality of her clothing.  It denotes feminine reserve in matters of sex.  It 
indicates an attitude that shrinks from anything that one might call bold or brazen.
3.  The second deals with the expense, the purely attention -getting aspect of their dress, designed to set them 
up as very important, precious and desirable.   Showy clothes.  Attention-getting clothes.  Flashy jewelry.  
Elaborate or enticing hairdos.

B. Read the parallel in 1 Peter 3: 1-6.



C.  What is “modest”?
1.  Not super short skirts!
2.  Not skin tight pants that look like they have been sprayed on!
3.  Not a T-shirt that says Co-ed naked basketball!
4.  Why did you buy those shoes?  Because they are aesthetically pleasing, or because they look sexy!

a.  Why those shorts, that short blouse, that long dress that shows more curves than a miniskirt might?
b.  Buy and wear in public, that which is pleasing in appearance.  Buy and wear that which is sexy only 
behind closed doors, and only for your husband!  You should never advertise to other men or try to arouse 
them sexually, that sort of thing is only your husband, and then only in private.

5.  From my stand point, anything that might make my heart-rate double when I talk with you, or make me tend 
to 

look away either from embarrassment or from a struggle between my spiritual self and my natural self, is not 
modest.

a.  Girls maybe don’t think about this consciously, but I bet you do know what I am talking about.
b.  If the type of stockings you wear are not just coordinated, but are designed to be provocative, It is a 

WRONG THING TO DO!
c.  If you left one too many buttons open,  subconsciously you know why.  It IS A WRONG THING TO DO!
d.  If your blouse or sweater is see-through so that it almost reveals something but not quite, that to is 

designed to attract the wrong kind of attention, and IT IS A WRONG THING TO DO!
e.  Holes in just the right places in your jeans or sweaters,IT IS A WRONG THING TO DO!

D.  What are you teaching your children?
1.  That sexual attraction is more important than godliness?
2.  That they are not valuable unless they are sexy?
3.  How to dress provocatively?
4.  Or are you teaching them godliness?ß

E.  What is “discreet”?
1.  Something that is appropriate, that fits in.  That doesn’t make others feel shabby and out of place.
2.  Godly attitude makes you dress in a way that does not exalt you above others.
3.  May change somewhat depending on region and culture.

F.  God says that women have a proper way in which to “adorn” themselves.
1.  “Adorn” means to beautify and make oneself attractive.  Here is the God-given way.
2.  Paul and Peter both allow “some” cloths.  It is safe to assume that they also allow “some” of the other things, 

but the emphasis should not be on those things.
3.  The emphasis is on adorning yourself with piety, humility, godliness, good works, thoughtfulness, 

gentleness, 
a godly spirit.

Emphasis in regard to the clothing issue is on the person’s attitude, their demeanor as expressed in their clothing. 
There is another way in which their demeanor can come out; the feminine demeanor is to be one of meekness, 
quietness, and therefore Paul warns that:
III.  Women are not to teach publicly:  (1 Tim. 2:11-12)
A. This is in reference to public and mixed assemblies.

1.  Women should teach anyone in private.  Cf. Aquilla and Priscilla with Appollos in Acts 18.
2.  Women are told to teach the younger women.
3.  Women should teach the children in classrooms, in private, at home, in the mall.

B. Teaching is a position of authority and is thus domineering.
1.  This is the opposite of the meek, humble, submissive attitude that God sees as godly in a woman.
2.  “To have dominion over a man” is the literal translation of the clause explaining “to teach”.

C. This includes preaching.
       1. This is supported by other passages such as 1 Corinthians 14:32-34.

2.  What other situations might it relate to?  We have seen clearly that God specifies teaching and prayer;  does 
song leading fall into this category of carrying a certain authority over others?



D. A woman should learn in “quietness”.
1.  “Quietness”  is an attitude.  It goes hand in hand with “full submission”.
2.  It is the opposite of “teaching”.
3.  “Full submission” does not mean one cannot ask questions.  It is simply the attitude in which those questions 
are asked.  Opposite of arrogant, belligerent, boisterously.

E.  The reasons for these roles goes back to the days of creation.
1.  Man was created first.  Woman as help-meet.  This does not in any way indicate that one is more important 

or 
significant or valuable than the other.  It is simply a basis for assuming different roles in life and in family.

2.  Woman’s part in the fall.  She was deceived.  He was lured.  Both sinned, but there is a difference in the way 
it 

happened.
a.  A part of God’s judgment in that matter should be read;  “Thy desire shall be for thy husband 

and he shall rule over thee.”  (Genesis 3:16)
b.  This is not my personal judgment, but it is God’s, and Peter’s, and Paul’s!

3.  For “saved through childbearing”,  see 1 Timothy 5:14.  Probably the whole encompassing concept of 
glorifying god in womanly ways in a motherly role.

So What?  :  
So let’s keep tabs on ourselves.  The world is a tool of Satan.  It urges and encourages 
every ungodly attitude possible so that godliness seems strange to us sometimes. 
Please, do not let Satan use the attitudes and common practices of this world to pull 
you off your course of godliness.  Let’s use the Bible as our guide to godliness and pray 
God to strengthen and help us and guide us with His Spirit.
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