
Living Out Love
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Objective:  Inspire each to learn to live out of love in everything they do.
Reading:  1 Corinthians 13:1-7.
Memory:  1 Corinthians 13:2b,  “…if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.”
Introduction:
1. I am sometimes amazed at how the people of Israel studied God, taught about God, ardently 

practiced obedience with religious zeal, yet when God came in the flesh failed to recognize Him. 
They missed Him!  When Jesus encompassed the fullness of deity, those devoutly religious people 
missed Him!  They would, and often did die for their faith, but failed to see Him when He came in the 
flesh!  Whatever their religion focused on, it must not have really been the essence of God.

2. The very essence of true religion then is embodied in Christ.  Thank God, then that as Christians we 
don’t have to worry about missing it like they did!  Or do we?

3. As the Apostle Paul writes to the Corinthian church, the same thing is happening with Christians!!!!  In 
Corinth, devout Christians were so wrapped up in various things that they are missing it too! 
Christians can, indeed, miss the essence of true religion.  

4. We need to make sure we don’t miss it.  Paul tells them here that in all their zeal, they are missing the 
essential basis or love.  They were stressing a lot of things that were good and right, but still missing 
a most vital and essential focus.  They were diligently operating, but operating without love.

5. In our religious zeal…

We need to grasp love as the essential basis of religion. (WHY?)
I don’t want to miss it.  Join me, and let’s take a look at why love must be at the heart of 

everything we do.  Let’s take a look and try to understand the vital essentiality of love in our 
religious walk and motivation. 
All Christians ought to understand that …
I.       Love Is Absolutely Essential To Christianity.  
A. Without love are just making a lot of religious noise.

1. 1 Corinthians 13:1  ,  “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am 
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.”  (tongues is the issue at hand …)

2. We may LOOK devout and religious.  May impress people all over.  Could draw national attention. 
But not be of any real value or effectiveness in the way God wants us to be.

3. Can’t impact people properly if deeds are not done out of love.  Like giving a gift because you 
have to, or apologizing when you don’t really mean it.  People can see the heart.

4. More than that, they haven’t become what God is wanting them to become.

B. Even one’s faith is worthless without love.
1. I thought it was all about “faith”.  Saved by faith!  By faith we move mountains, walk on water, etc.

a. Romans 1:17  ;  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness  
that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”

b. Ephesians 2:8  ;  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—“
2. But 1 Corinthians 13:2,  “If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all  

knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing.”

3. Am I saying that salvation is not by faith?  NO, but saving faith must lead to love.  A realization of 
Who God is that prompts your heart.  Without love, an essential element is missing.   Without 
love, your faith just didn’t get it!   Without love, …I am nothing.”

4. Same might be said for repentance,  Without love, it is nothing.  And confession, clarity of doctrine, 
obedience, righteous behavior, discipline, patient endurance, and any other Christian quality. 
Without love it is NOT honest Christianity and has gained nothing.

C. All religious efforts and sacrifices are useless without love.
1. 1 Corinthians 13:3  ,  “If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames,  

but have not love, I gain nothing.”
2. Maybe you are at the church every time the doors open.  If you never learn to love your brother, if 



you never ever really embody “love”, where do you stand?
3. Maybe a man sells his car and gives the money to help the poor because he somehow felt guilty. 

Without love, he gained nothing.
4. Lord, you want me to die for you so I can get to heaven?  I will enter the coliseum and fight lions!  I 

will go to the Congo as a missionary.  I will fight wars or burn at the stake if it will get me to 
heaven!  It won’t unless you are doing it out of love!

5. This includes no salvation gained!  Flat bottom line is that if we do not have love, we don’t have 
the spirit of Christ.

I understand the essentiality of love.  How can I know if I really have and practice love?  What does it look  
like?  How does it act?  We should understand the essentiality of love in the way…
II.      Love Manifests Itself In Personal Relationships.  
A. Vital in dealing with fellow humans.

1. They are generally faulty in our eyes, and here is where love is needed for unity.
2. 1 Corinthians 13:4-5  ,  “4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is  

not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record  
of wrongs.”

3. This is vital in working with one’s own family.  With church members.  With co-workers.  Enemies?!
4. Do you loose patience?  When your child is struggling and can’t seem to get things right?  How 

about when a Christian is struggling and can’t seem to get things right?  Someone at work?
a. How do you measure patience?  Your standard, or what they need?
b. It is also a fruit of the spirit!

5. How long do you remember when somebody does a “wrong”?  Have you got a list?  It doesn’t 
have to be actually written down to have one.  Do you keep reminding them of their failures? 
Warning them of what will happen if they ever do it again?…

B. Vital in encouraging spiritual growth and progress.
1. 1 Corinthians 13:6-7  ,  “6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”
2. Now that is the atmosphere I want to live and grow in!  I could come to spiritual maturity in that 

environment!  Let’s make sure this is us!
3. Do you strive to protect people?  Even those who have hurt you?  Sinned against you?

a. Matthew 5:44-45  ,  “But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute  
you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.”

b. Let no unjust harm come to them?  Practice this kind of love toward them?
4. Do you “hope” in people?  Maybe they will come around?  They slipped up again – do you say in 

your heart that they are evil, or do you hope they are trying?  Are you “rooting” for them?  On their 
team?  Do you LOVE them?

5. Do you trust that they will try to do what is right and just and good?  Do you hope and trust that 
they will grow spiritually, or do you nurture doubts about them and share your doubts with others?

6. Do you persevere in your efforts to help them and work with them?

C. Vital in bringing the unity God expects in His church.
1. Without such supportive love, people cannot work together and function as a team, let alone 

function as a family or as the body of Christ.
2. Cannot simply agree on a dozen or six dozen basic doctrines and grow a church!  Cannot even 

get the light bulbs changed without some degree of loving consideration going on.
3. Oh, what attraction it would be for folks to witness such love amongst God’s people!

a. John 13:34-35  ,  ”A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so  
you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.”

b. This is an aspiration worth working for.  Where I want to be.  Essential goal of every Christian!!
4. Oh, to have the patient generosity demonstrated in My Lord’s love!  To manifest that protecting 

heart, that hopeful desire and the longsuffering that He manifested towards me.
5. Wouldn’t that draw hurting people into the church and into Christ?



How can I become that kind of Christ-like?  How can I demonstrate myself to be a child of God?  
Understanding doctrine is important.  Self discipline and control are important.  But, …

III.     Love Is The Real Issue Of Spiritual Growth and Maturity.  
A. Other things may come and go, but love is the ultimate issue.

1. They had gifts of prophesy, miraculous healings, speaking in unknown languages …Not IT!
2. There have also been times when folks didn’t have the New Testament to rely on.  Times when 

folks didn’t have other Christians to encourage and support them.  Times when spiritual growth 
and maturity were relatively difficult and when they were relatively easy.

3. Spiritual advantages and disadvantages.  But people are supposed to grow to spiritual maturity 
wherever they are and whatever their life circumstances are.  This can be done if their love is 
sincere and genuine.  Love for God and love for fellow man.

B. Tongues and miracles are childlike in comparison.
1. 1 Corinthians 13;11  ,  “When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I  

reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.”
2. The miraculous assistances will cease / fail, but love will not.

a. 1 Corinthians 13:8  ,  “Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease;  
where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass  
away.”

b. 1 Corinthians 13:13  ,  “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest  
of these is love.”

3. God is still capable of feeding 5,000 with loves , but He doesn’t do that every day.  He expects His 
people, His body to take care of feeding the hungry.  Ant that not out of duty, but out of love.

4. God is still capable of restoring peoples crippled legs, and healing leprosy or cancer.  But He 
doesn’t do it every day because He is looking for us to love them and comfort them and 
encourage them in faith.  Not out of dutiful obedience so much as out of love.

5. Those miraculous manifestation are helps to move people toward the real goal – love.  Which is 
Christ-likeness!  We move people toward this goal by demonstrating Christ-likeness (which is 
LOVE)!

C. When we live out of love, those other things are not needed.
1. Learn to take care of one another with compassion.  Care for the blind, the needy, etc.
2. When the body of Christ, the church, is loving as Christ loves, that is all that is really necessary.

So What?
What makes a family work?  What makes a church work?  What makes a people 

Christ like and godly?  What draws people to Christ?  What enables them to see the 
nature and glory of God?  What gives them peace and unity?  The answer is love.  The 
very essence of god-ness.  

If this is the greatest, the most important element, it’s not the one I want to come up 
short in.  God teach me to love better in all my dealings and relationships.

I want to be right with God.  I want to be pleasing to God.  I want to fulfill all His 
purposes.  I want to be like Him in every way.  To fulfill all this and to actually live by His  
Spirit, we need to live out of love.

Closing Prayer:



Living Out Love
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Reading:  1 Corinthians 13:1-7. Memory:  1 Corinthians 13:2b
“…i_ I  h_ a f_ t_ c_ m_ m_,  b_ h_ n_ l_,  I a_ n_.”

We need to grasp love as the essential basis of religion.
Why love must be at the heart of everything we do.

I.       Love Is Absolutely Essential To Christianity.  
A. Without love are just making a lot of religious noise. 1 Corinthians 13:1

B. Even one’s faith is worthless without love.
Romans 1:17      Ephesians 2:8      1 Corinthians 13:2

C. All religious efforts and sacrifices are useless without love.
1 Corinthians 13:3

II.      Love Manifests Itself In Personal Relationships.  
A. Vital in dealing with fellow humans. 1 Corinthians 13:4-5

B. Vital in encouraging spiritual growth and progress.
1 Corinthians 13:6-7      Matthew 5:44-45

C. Vital in bringing the unity God expects in His church. John 13:34-35

III.     Love Is The Real Issue Of Spiritual Growth and Maturity.  
A. Other things may come and go, but love is the ultimate issue.

B. Tongues and miracles are childlike in comparison.
1 Corinthians 13;11      1 Corinthians 13:8      1 Corinthians 13:13

C. When we live out of love, those other things are not needed.

So What?
To actually live by God’s Spirit, we need to live out of love.
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