
Precepts of Righteousness
1 Samuel 12:19-25

Objective:  Identify important precepts of righteousness to those who would pursue it.
Reading:  1 Samuel 12:19-25
Memory:  1 Samuel 12:23,  “…far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you.…”
Introduction:
1. I want to be seen by God as righteous.  In my heart, in my soul, in my very being.  I want God to be 

pleased with me.
2. I am not talking just a handful of do’s and don’ts that I can check off and say, “Yep, I did it”.
3. People often do that handful of things but are not really “righteous” in essence.  Help me to see on a 

deeper level what is involved.

We need pursue righteous lives. (HOW?)
In 1 Samuel 12, most of the people (maybe all the people) have gone astray.  Repeatedly. 

Now they have just committed the culmination of sin in demanding a king (essentially rejecting 
God as King)

The prophet, Samuel, who has now led the people for many years,  speaks to the them, and 
in so doing highlights several fundamental precepts of righteousness.  The first two are 
demonstrations of a righteous heart, illustrated by Samuel’s personal commitment.   Third one is 
path to righteousness which Samuel directs the people towards.  Let’s look at these 3 precepts 
as direction for those in pursuit of righteousness.

An individual who is seeking to be righteous with God will, like Samuel…
I.       Pray For People.  
A. Grasp the importance of this one.

1. 1 Samuel 12:23  ,  “As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing  
to pray for you.”  !

a. We are Christians. Just like Samuel, we are the ones who know.  Who have God’s ear!
2. Idea is that God listens to a righteous person;  James 5:16,  “Therefore confess your sins to 

each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous  
man is powerful and effective.”

a. Christians;  We are supposed to be righteous and pray for others.
b. Righteous people are praying people – and they pray for other people!

B. God expects this from us.
1. To fail to do this is against God Himself! It is a sin against God to not do this
2. God is “rooting” for them.  Nurturing them.  Fighting for them.  Wanting them to get right.
3. He expects us / requires us as His children and representatives to be doing the same.
4. Only rarely do people reach a point where we are no longer to pray for them.

a. Jeremiah 7:16  ,  “So do not pray for this people nor offer any plea or petition for them; do  
not plead with me, for I will not listen to you.”

c. 1 John 5:16  ,  “If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he  
should pray and God will give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death.  
There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that he should pray about that.”

C.  Pray for Whom?
1. Samuel is committing to pray for folks he is very disappointed in right now!  Folks who have failed 

miserably, And whom he expects to fail again. but who are somehow trying.
2. We tend to get disgusted or frustrated and give up praying for people.  Keep praying for those we 

are disappointed in.  Disgusted with.  Angry with.
3. Remember this is spiritual warfare!  Our struggle is NOT against flesh and blood, but against 

forces that are trying to occupy those who arte flesh and blood.
4. Continue to pray, because the battle is long and is in God’s time!
5. Pray even for our enemies.  Even for failures. Even though they have done wrong in the eyes of 

the Lord. They are in need of help.  You are supposed to be that help.
6. Even Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:44,  “…pray for those who persecute you,”



D. Make this righteous commitment.
1. Determine to pray for people.  Make a list so you don’t forget.  Set a time to do it.
2. Groups, individuals.  Me.  Folks you know who are struggling spiritually!

An individual who is seeking to be righteous with God will, like Samuel…
II.      Teach The Good And Right Way.  
A. By words.

1. 1 Timothy 4:12  ,  “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do,  
you will save both yourself and your hearers.”

2. Watch your … doctrine closely  = details.
3. Watch your life … closely = personal behavior.
4. Both in specific items /commands and in principle!
5. Of course Jesus is the WAY!

B. By personal example.
1. Be an object lesson!  Show them – lead the way!

a. If the “good and right way” involves daily Bible reading – be doing it yourself.
b. If it involves Correcting people gently, make sure you are being gentle when you correct.
c. If it involves growing in discipline and self control…
d. If it involves using only wholesome words that build others up…

2. King Saul was repeatedly getting off course by yielding to public opinion.  Samuel would not do 
this,  We should be careful also.

3. King Saul was repeatedly getting off course by loosing patience.  Samuel would not do this,  We 
need to make sure we wait on God.

4. Even while the people were missing the Way.

C. With great patience and careful instruction.
1. 2 Timothy 4:2  ,  “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke  

and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.”
2. Don’t give up or quit.  This is called “nurturing”.  Might also be called “loving”.

D. Determine to teach the good and right way.
1. No matter what others say or do.  Implicitly and explicitly.  In word and in deed.
2. Family.  Children.  Spouse.  Folks you don’t even know are watching you.

Final one is really not about Samuel, it is an admonition to those others who would be righteous before  
God.  Any individuals who are seeking to be righteous with God must necessarily…
III.     Fear God.  
A. Serve God Faithfully.

1. Don’t allow past failures to hinder your commitment.  If you also have sinned, do not compound 
“Fear” = respect, reverence, awe.  God is holy and demanding.  It is difficult to live up to 
perfection.

2. your sin by letting it cause you to turn farther away from God;  
a. 1 Samuel 12:20  ,  “Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. “You have done all this evil; yet do  

not turn away from the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart.”
b. Rather, let your failures motivate you to higher fidelity.

3. God is merciful and loving.   1 Samuel 12:22,  “For the sake of his great name the LORD will  
not reject his people, because the LORD was pleased to make you his own.”

B. Consider God’s Deeds on Your Behalf.
1. He will not abandon His people.
2. His purpose is to make Himself known through a people who are distinct and devoted to Him.

a. 1 Samuel 12:22  ,  “For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his people,  
because the LORD was pleased to make you his own.”

b. This is also a New Testament concept;  1 Peter 2:9,  “But you are a chosen people, a royal  
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises  



of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”
c. But to BE His people, to fulfill God’s intentions, to be part of His team, His body, must…

C. Abandon All Evil.
1. Ephesians 4:29-32  ,  “29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only  

what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those  
who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the  
day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along  
with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”

2. 1 Thessalonians 5:22  ,  “Avoid every kind of evil.”

D. Determine to live in reverent fear.
1. Always seek His counsel and His will, His heart and His desires.  This is living by the very spirit of 

God.  This is opposite of seeking loopholes to do what you want.
2. Be legitimately “sanctified” to God – separated for His use!

So What?
We have highlighted some of what it means to be legitimately in pursuit of 

righteousness.  Some of this is difficult to uphold and will involve a lot of self discipline, 
but you can do it.  God will help. He is wanting you to pursue righteousness.  He will 
reward your efforts.  

I want to encourage each one listening to seek to live as a genuinely righteous 
person before God.  Pursue righteousness and all that it involves.

Closing Prayer:



Precepts of Righteousness
1 Samuel 12:19-25

Reading:  1 Samuel 12:19-25 Memory:  1 Samuel 12:23
“…f_ b_ i_ f_ m_ t_ I s_ s_ a_ t_ L_ b_ f_ t_ p_ f_ y_.…”

We need commit to righteous principles.
Direction for those in pursuit of righteousness.

I.       Pray For People.  
A. Grasp the importance of this one. 1 Samuel 12:23      James 5:16

B. God expects this from us. (Jeremiah 7:16)      (1 John 5:16)

C.  Pray for Whom? Matthew 5:44

D. Make this righteous commitment.

II.      Teach The Good And Right Way.  
A. By words. 1 Timothy 4:12

B. By personal example.

C. With great patience and careful instruction. 2 Timothy 4:2

D. Determine to teach the good and right way.

III.     Fear God.  
A. Serve God faithfully. 1 Samuel 12:20      1 Samuel 12:22

B. Consider God’s deeds on your behalf. 1 Samuel 12:22      1 Peter 2:9

C. Abandon all evil. Ephesians 4:29-32     1 Thessalonians 5:22

D. Determine to live in reverent fear.

So What?
Pursue righteousness and all that it involves.


